
                                                                                  
December 6, 2016 

 
Dear Members & Friends of Garfield Memorial Church, 
 
We are so excited about our Go Wider Initiative.  If you were 
here this past Sunday for our Celebration Event you could feel 
the energy and enthusiasm throughout both of our campuses!  
Hopefully, you had a chance to walk through and observe the 
array of displays illustrating the ministry we do together as we 
continue to widen the circle in Greater Cleveland.  Many 

thanks to our Celebration Team who fashioned such a wonderful day with food, fellowship and fun! 
 
If you were here on Sunday, you would have heard the following: 
“Our mission as a church is very simple… we are called to “Go and make disciples” and to “widen the circle.”  That’s it.  
And while this mission is very simple it can manifest itself in a million different ways.  So in order to accomplish our 
mission there are three things that must be in place: 

• Vision 
• Leadership 
• Resources 

The church needs to have a clear vision as to what making disciples and widening the circle means for us here and now.  
The church also needs men and women who are willing to take ownership of that vision and are willing to lead in that 
vision.  Finally, the church needs resources to make that vision a reality.  A vision that is never resourced is only a dream.” 
 
We have set five clear objectives covering the scope of our ministry over the next two years in 2017 & 2018.  To… 

• Go Wider in Worship & Deeper in Discipleship 
• Go Wider in Reaching and Mentoring Children & Youth 
• Go Wider in Impacting Greater Cleveland 
• Go Wider in Our Impact Around the World 
• Go Wider to Sharpen Our Tools for Ministry 

Each of these focus areas have specific benchmarks and goals that were touched on at our Celebration Event and 
mentioned in the detail brochure that you should have received last month. 
 
Enclosed is a commitment card that we ask you to pray about and reflect on how you can help us to resource this vision 
for 2017 & 2018 (if you were here on Sunday or at a previous advance gathering, you may have already received these).  
We are asking you to pray over making a weekly, monthly or annual commitment for the next two years.  We have set 
a goal to raise between 3 and 4 million dollars over the next two years to make this vision a reality and not simply a 
dream.  With only 34 households making advance gifts we already received commitments for over 1/3 of our initiative 
goal! 
 
Please return these to us in the enclosed envelope at your earliest convenience.  We really want to have 100% 
participation so that all of us can be “shareholders” in the many ways God will work through Garfield Memorial Church 
over the next two years.  No gift is “too small” and every gift matters!  God works through all of us collectively as we 
pray, give and serve and seek to widen the circle together. 
 
 
 
Chip Freed    
Lead Pastor  
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